[bookmark: _GoBack]Lesson Plan: Town Tour

Grades: 3–5

Time: 2–3 class periods

National Standards (C3 Framework): 
· D2.Civ.9.3-5. Use deliberative processes when making decisions or reaching judgments as a group.
· D2.Geo.2.3-5. Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain relationships between the locations of places and regions and their environmental characteristics. 
· D2.Geo.3.3-5. Use maps of different scales to describe the locations of cultural and environmental characteristics. 
· D2.Geo.4.3-5. Explain how culture influences the way people modify and adapt to their environments. 
· D2.Geo.6.3-5. Describe how environmental and cultural characteristics influence population distribution in specific places or regions. 

Objectives: 
· Students will identify, describe, and locate on a map five key places in their town.
· Students will infer general characteristics of their town from the five key places.
· [bookmark: _Hlk495421830]Students will collaborate with students from a nearby school to identify similarities and differences between their two towns.
· Students will speculate on why the similarities and differences between the towns exist.

Assessment:
The two worksheets can be collected to assess student understanding. The teacher can also circulate with a clipboard on day 2 and listen in on the town tour presentations and discussion.

Materials:
·  Laptops with camera and high-speed internet access (½ class set)
· “Town Tour: Planning” worksheet (½ class set)
· “Town Tour: Discussion” worksheet (½ class set)
This lesson requires that each student have an account with Google, which should be set up in advance.

Learning Activities:

Day 1 - Preparation

1. Familiarize students with the concept of a town tour. Ask the class:
a. “What is a tour?” 
b. “What places should be included? Why?”
c. “How many of you have been to New York City? If you were giving a tour of NYC, what places would you include?” Have students describe these places for students who have never been there.

2. Introduce the activity:
a. “You’re going to plan a tour of your town for your partner at the other school. To do this we’ll be using Google Maps.”
b. “Your tour should include five stops. The first stop will be your school. The others are up to you.”
c. “Today you’ll be planning your tour. Tomorrow you’ll take your partner on the tour you planned.”

3. Demonstrate how to create a tour:
a. Open Google Maps on the Smartboard or digital screen.
b. Demonstrate how to switch between map and satellite view by pressing the button in the bottom left corner. The tour should be given satellite mode, but it may be easier to plan in map mode.
c. Demonstrate how to locate places using the search box, starting with your school. After selecting your school on the map, click save on the left. “You need to save all five tour stops like this.”
d. Save a couple more locations.
e. Switch to satellite view and demonstrate how to give the tour you just created. At each tour stop, zoom in for an aerial view, then zoom in further for street view and spin the camera around to show what the area looks like from the ground. Describe the place, explain why you’ve included it in the tour, and explain what the place shows about the town.

4. Split the class into groups of two. Hand each pair the “Town Tour: Planning” worksheet to complete collaboratively.

5. Allow students the remainder of the period to plan their tour and complete the worksheet. Circulate and give assistance as needed.

6. After planning their tour, students should practice giving it to their partner in preparation for tomorrow’s videoconferencing session.

Day 2 – Videoconference

7. Explain what will occur today:
a. “You have all worked hard on creating a tour of your town, and now you will get to present it to your partners at the other school.”
b. “After sharing your two tours, you’ll work together to answer the questions on this worksheet.” Hand each pair the “Town Tour: Discussion” worksheet.
c. “As you give your tour, remember to describe each place and explain why you included it and what it says about your town. Use your town tour planning worksheet you completed yesterday as a guide.”
d. Demonstrate one more time how to use Google Maps to give the tour. (See 3.e above.)

8. Online videoconferencing session:
a. Have each pair initiate a Google Hangout videoconference with their partners at the other school. Assist students as needed.
b. Students at each school give their partners their tour, sharing what they wrote on the town tour planning worksheet for each stop. While giving their tour, they should use Google’s “share screen” feature to allow their groupmates to follow along.
c. After the tours, each group of four collaborates to discuss and answer the questions on the “Town Tour: Discussion” worksheet. Each pair completes one copy of the worksheet.

Day 3 - Debriefing
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9. Debrief the experience in a full-class setting: (desks should be arranged in a circle)
a. Ask students to share answers from the “Town Tour: Discussion” worksheet.
b. “What have we learned overall about these two towns from this experience?”
c. “What further questions about the towns do you still have?” (Record these for future use.)


Town Tour: Planning
Partner 1:___________________		    		Date:_______
Partner 2:___________________

Location 1: My School 
1. Describe this place:________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why include this place in a town tour? What does it show about your town?__________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Location 2: ______________________
1. Describe this place:________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why did you include this place in your tour? What does it show about your town?_____________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Location 3: ______________________
1. Describe this place:________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why did you include this place in your tour? What does it show about your town?_____________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Location 4: ______________________
1. Describe this place:________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why did you include this place in your tour? What does it show about your town?_____________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Location 5: ______________________
1. Describe this place:________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why did you include this place in your tour? What does it show about your town?_____________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



[bookmark: _Hlk495431339]Town Tour: Discussion

Partner 1:________________		Partner 3:________________
Partner 2:________________		Partner 4:________________

1. List the stops on the tours that were similar. (For example, maybe you both included a playground.)

a. “We both included______________________________
____________________________________________.”
b. “We both included______________________________
____________________________________________.”
c. “We both included______________________________
____________________________________________.”

2. List the places that were different:

a. “We included__________________________________
_____________________________________________,
but they included________________________________
____________________________________________.”
b. “We included__________________________________
_____________________________________________,
but they included________________________________
____________________________________________.”
c. “We included__________________________________
_____________________________________________,
but they included________________________________
____________________________________________.”


3. a) Select one of your similar tour stops from question one. How were your descriptions of this place similar? How were they different?______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) Why you think these similarities and differences exist? What do they say about the two towns?__________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Select one difference in your tours from question two. Why do you think this difference arose? What does it say about the two towns?________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
